
INDUSTRY 
LEADERS

West	 Virginia	 is	 home	 to	
nearly	 140	 chemical	 and	
polymer	 manufacturing	
companies	 that	 employ		
a p p r o x i m a t e l y 	1 2 , 8 0 0	
workers.	Nearly	25	percent	
of	 the	 state’s	 $4.8	 billion	
exports	 are	 in	 chemicals	
and	polymers.

Leading	companies	such	as	Dow,	DuPont,	Bayer,	Clearon,	
Momentive	 Performance	 Materials,	 PPG,	 SABIC	 and	
Braskem	have	selected	West	Virginia	as	a	location	to	
manufacture	their	products.

A	West	Virginia	location	provides:

• Electric	rates	among	the	lowest	in	the	nation

• Low	business	operating	costs

• Highly	productive,	skilled	work	force

• One	of	the	nation’s	lowest	employee	turnover	rates

• An	extensive	network	of	rail	lines,	navigable	rivers
and	interstate	routes

• Access	to	raw	materials	and	specialized	services

• Pro-growth	business	tax	reforms	and	aggressive
development	assistance

ACCESS TO SUPPLIERS AND MARKETS

• 23	 percent	 of	 the	 nation’s	 chemical	 and	 polymer
manufacturing	plants	are	within	250	miles	of
West	 Virginia,	 a	 half-day’s	 trucking	 distance

• 50	 percent	 of	 the	 nation’s	 chemical	 and	 polymer
plants	-	producing	71	percent	of	the	products	-	are
within	 500	 miles,	 a	 single	 day’s	 trucking	 distance

• 52	 percent	 of	 the	 United	 States’	 population	 and
one-third	 of	 Canada’s	 population	 are	 a	 single
day’s	trucking	distance	from	West	Virginia

CHEMICALS AND POLYMERS

Open for Business!



LOWER LABOR COSTS

Labor	 costs	 make	 up	 15	 percent	 of	 a	 typical	 chemical	
or	 polymer	 manufacturing	 company’s	 total	 operating	
expenses.	A	West	Virginia	 facility’s	annual	 labor	costs,	
which	 includes	 payroll,	 fringe	 benefits,	 workers’	
compensation	and	unemployment	 insurance,	would	be	
$236,000	less	than	the	competitor	states.*	

 Sources: US Bureau of Labor Statistics; WorkForce West Virginia; West Virginia 
Development Office, Target Industry Cost Model

UTILITY SAVINGS

A	chemical	or	polymer	manufacturing	company	operating	
in	West	Virginia	would	save	$324,000	annually	on	utility	
costs	compared	to	our	competitor	states.	Over	$252,000	
of	this	savings	comes	from	electricity	costs.*

Sources: US Energy Information Administration; West Virginia Development Office, 

Target Industry Cost Model

QUALITY, AVAILABLE LABOR

For	 manufacturers	 of	 chemical	 or	 polymer	 products,	
West	Virginia	offers	the	right	work	force.		There	are	over	
115,830 	people	working	 in	West	Virginia,	and	counties	
in	adjacent	states,	who	have	the	skills	most	 in	demand.	
Businesses	 will	 find	 over	 45,000	 workers	 in	 key	
occupations	 like	 machinery	 operation;	 over	 35,000	
workers	 in	 industrial	 and	 machinery	 maintenance;	 and	
10,300	chemists,	engineers	and	related	technicians.



LOWER OPERATING COSTS, 
HIGHER PROFITABLITY

A	West	Virginia	 facility	 offers	 lower	 operating	 costs	 and	
higher	 profit	 margins.	 A	 chemical	 or	 polymer	 company	
operating	in	West	Virginia	would	save	nearly	$1.9	million	
in	 operating	 costs	 compared	 to	 a	 similar	 facility	 in	 the	
competitor	states.	This	translates	into	a	5.3	percent	profit	
margin	in	West	Virginia,	compared	to	just	3.3	percent	in	
the	competitor	states	and	4.4	percent	nationwide.*	

	Sources: West Virginia Development Office, Target Industry Cost Model

	

Sources: West Virginia Development Office, Target Industry Cost Model

	
Sources: West Virginia Development Office, Target Industry Cost Model
 

  
*The comparative analysis is based upon a model facility profile that has 200 employees and $95.2 million 

in annual sales, with a payroll cost of $10.7 million. Analysis uses national averages for similar companies within 10 
surrounding states. The complete analysis can be obtained from the West Virginia Development Office.

Source: West Virginia Development Office, Target Industry Cost Model



West	Virginia	Development	Office	•	1900	Kanawha	Blvd.,	East	•	Charleston,	WV	25305	•	www.wvopenforbusiness.com	•	800-982-3386

1	Polymer	Way
Davisville,	WV	26142

304.428.1622
www.pazwv.org	

3200	Kanawha	Turnpike
Charleston,	WV	25303	

304.720.1023
www.cazwv.com


