
NEW MARTINSVILLE NATRIUM PLANT

Open for Business!



History

PPG Industries’ Natrium plant, which manufactures chlor-alkali and derivatives 
as part of the company’s Commodity Chemicals segment, has operated 
continuously since July 1943. The plant was built by the U.S. government and utilized 
PPG for technology and operations. The original objective of the facility was to 
produce chlorine and caustic soda for the war effort. In 1946, PPG acquired the plant 
from the U.S. government. 

Salt, the plant’s primary raw material, is obtained through a solution mining process, 
where wells are drilled approximately 6,850 feet deep into the underlying salt 
bed. Originally, the plant’s chlorine production capacity was 250 tons per day. Due 
to continued expan sion and a recent multi-million dollar modernization program, 
today’s chlorine production capacity is approximately 1,100 tons per day.

The original construction of the facility also included coal-fired boilers for the 
production of process steam and electricity. The original power installation produced 
approximately 43,000 KW of electricity. Continued expansion and modernization 
has resulted in a power house facility generating approximately 100,000 KW of 
electricity. Natrium’s additional power requirements are met by purchasing 
power from American Electric Power.

PPG Industries is a multi-national, diversified and high-technology corporation with 
corporate headquarters located in Pittsburgh, Pa. The company’s more than 40,000 
employees comprise the corporate functions plus six business segments: 

Performance Coatings•	
Industrial Coatings•	
Architectural Coatings — Europe, Middle East and Africa (EMEA)•	
Optical and Specialty Materials •	
Commodity Chemicals•	
Glass•	

The PPG Natrium plant is a major employer in the Ohio Valley.



Location

PPG’s Natrium plant is located in the southwest corner of Marshall County, W.Va., 
along the banks of the Ohio River. It is conveniently positioned between Moundsville 
and New Martinsville, W.Va., which are county seats of Marshall and Wetzel Counties, 
respectively.

Shipping via rail, water and highway is easily accessible from the PPG Natrium plant 
location, with many of the nation’s most important markets within a single day’s 
shipping by truck.

West Virginia Route 2 runs parallel to the facility and intersects with Interstate 70 
approximately 40 miles (64.3 km) north of the plant at Wheeling, W.Va. Access to 
Ohio Route 7 can be obtained at either New Martinsville or Moundsville, W.Va.

In addition to the accessibility of highway transportation, the CSX Transportation 
Railroad serves the Natrium facility. One of the CSX’s main switching yards is in New 
Martinsville. Of extreme importance to the Natrium facility is the Ohio River, which 
provides valuable river transportation and is a source of utility water.

As indicated on the map, the PPG Natrium plant has easy access to major market 
places in the northeast. Within a radius of 150 miles (241.4 km) are Charleston, 
W.Va., Columbus, Ohio, and Pittsburgh, Pa. Naturally, these locations serve as central 
distribution points for market places throughout the East and Midwest, using major 
road systems and rail networks. The Natrium location is serviced by several truck lines 
that specialize in the transportation of chemicals.

The PPG Natrium plant is located almost equidistant from the major cities of 
Wheeling and Parkersburg, W.Va., and both New Martinsville and Moundsville, W.Va., 
are within easy access. Residents in these areas enjoy the community atmosphere of 
the small town.

Transportation

250 miles
400 km

500 miles
800 km

Mid-Atlantic Region

Transportation

250 miles
400 km

500 miles
800 km

Mid-Atlantic Region



Products

The Natrium plant produces the following 
products:

Chlorine•	
Hydrogen•	
Liquid Caustic Soda (Numerous Grades) •	
PELS•	 ®  Dry Caustic Soda
Calcium Hypochlorite •	
Muriatic Acid (HCl)•	

The PPG Natrium plant has been a 
continuous producer of chlorine and caustic 
soda since July 1943. In fact, this facility was 
the pioneer of chemical manufacturing in 
the Ohio Valley. The recent addition of the 
HCL production unit demonstrates the 
viability of the plant and its intent to be a 
principle contributor in the marketplace on 
a long-term basis.

The plant is well equipped to 
accommodate a satellite business that 
utilizes chlorine or caustic soda as a 
feedstock. The same capability exists 
for supplying any other of the above-
mentioned products. In addition to 
supplying feedstocks to a satellite facility, we 
can also consider making an intermediate, 
to meet a product requirement in a more 
economical fashion.

utiLities

Water
Water is abundantly available at the 
Natrium plant from underground aquifers 
and the Ohio River.

Electricity
The Natrium plant produces 70 percent of 
its electricity requirements. The remainder 
is purchased from Wheeling Electric Co., a 
subsidiary of American Electric Power, which 
has ample power to supply present and 
new customers.

Natural Gas
Several natural gas companies supply gas 
to the area’s industrial sites. Rates are very 
competitive with other areas.

Steam
As a cogenerator of steam and elec trical 
power, the Natrium plant can supply process 
steam to a satellite at pressures ranging up 
to 1,300 psig (89.63 bars).
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Land avaiLabiLity

The present Natrium plant operation occupies approximately 250 
acres (101 hectares). Imme diately adjacent to this property are 1,000 
acres (405 hectares) of land owned by PPG and suitable for sale or 
lease to a satellite industry. This land is divided by state Route 2 and 
shares all of the advantages of the present Natrium production unit.

The Natrium plant has some former production unit buildings or 
suitable facilities on its site that could be retro fitted to satisfy certain 
production processes. Details of these buildings could be supplied to 
prospective satellite businesses.

otHer cHemicaL Products

In addition to the chemical products available from PPG, several 
other chemical manufacturers have operating facilities in the 
immediate area. These include Bayer Chemical Co., Air Products 
Corp. and General Hydrogen Corp. 

Sector 1 – 55 acres 
(22 hectares)

Sector 3 – 175 acres
(71 hectares)

Sector 2 – 20 acre
(8 hectares)



area education

West Virginia students traditionally score well above national 
averages on standardized tests. Schools in the New Martinsville/
Moundsville area are a part of this achievement. There are currently 
2,500 students enrolled in New Martinsville schools, including 1,677 
in the new structure housing grades 1-8 that consolidated three 
other schools.

West Virginia Northern Community College has branches in New 
Martinsville and Wheeling. West Virginia Business College in Wheeling 
offers diploma programs and associate degrees.

Wheeling Jesuit University, in Wheeling, W.Va., is one of 28 colleges 
and universities in the Jesuit tradition of academic excellence.  The 
school offers undergraduate and graduate programs .

West Liberty State College (nine miles from Wheeling) is fully 
accredited and also offers evening classes in both Glendale and 
New Martinsville.

Graduate programs from West Virginia University are offered in the 
area, at West Liberty State College and Wheeling Jesuit University 
campuses, and from Ohio State University at Marietta College.

area recreation

The New Martinsville Parks and Recreation service supports more 
than 100 acres (40 hectares) of picnic area, lighted tennis and 
basketball courts, swimming pools, baseball fields, etc. The city 
organizes Little League football and baseball, summer basketball 
leagues, and softball leagues for both men and women.

Moundsville has Grand Vue Park, a 181-acre (73-hectare) recreational 
complex complete with a par-three golf course, heated Olympic-size 
pool, nature center, day camp, outdoor amphitheater, cabins, eight 
tennis courts, and several other fine features.

Wheeling’s Oglebay Park, nationally known for its natural beauty, 
offers two regulation-size golf courses and a par-three golf course, an 
outdoor amphitheater, a zoo, tennis courts, swimming pool, cabins 
and lodging, fine restaurant facilities, ski slopes, a riding academy, 
various picnic sites, and much more. Oglebay Park is a year-round 
recreational facility that accommodates the entire family’s tastes.

Sector 4 – 12 acres 
(5 hectares)

Sector 5 – 33 acres
(13 hectares)



HeaLtH services

The new Wetzel County Hospital, serving the New Martinsville 
area, pro vides the most modern and efficient acute patient care. In 
Glendale (two miles north of Moundsville), the Reynolds Memorial 
Hospital can care for more than 190 patients.

Wheeling, Parkersburg, Morgantown and Pittsburgh medical facilities, 
which provide the best-equipped, most modern 24-hour medical 
service, are all within two hours driving distance from the Natrium area.
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Open for Business!

West Virginia’s highest priority is meeting your company’s needs 
by providing aggressive development assistance in the form of 
tax credits and financing programs. This development assistance 
can reduce startup and operating costs and provide for enhanced 
productivity.

The West Virginia Development Office also provides research and 
technical support including competitiveness studies, analysis and 
a variety of data that will lead to job creation and retention, and to 
community improvement.

Economic Opportunity Credit
For qualified companies that create at least 20 new jobs (10 jobs in the 
case of qualified small business) as a result of their business expansion 
project, the state’s Economic Opportunity Tax Credit can offset up to 
80 percent of specified business taxes for a period of up to 13 years. 
If a qualified company that creates the requisite number of jobs pays 
an annual median wage higher than the statewide average non-farm 
payroll wage, then the qualified company can offset up to 100 percent 
of the specified taxes for up to 13 years.

For eligible businesses creating less than 10 new jobs per year, a 
$3,000 credit is allowed per new job for five years, providing the new 
job pays at least $32,000 per year and the employee has employer-
provided health insurance benefits.

Strategic R&D Credit
The credit allows for up to 100 percent tax offset for research and 
development projects. R&D expenses are exempt from sales tax.

Direct Loan Programs
The West Virginia Economic Development Authority can provide up to 
45 percent in financing fixed assets by providing low-interest, direct 
loans to expanding state businesses and firms locating in West Virginia. 
Loan term is generally 15 years for real estate intensive projects and 
five to 10 years for equipment projects. Loan proceeds may be used 
for the acquisition of land, buildings and equipment. Working capital 
loans and the refinancing of existing debt are not eligible.

West Virginia Infrastructure 
and Jobs Development Council
The fund can be used for financial assistance to public utilities, county 
development authorities and private companies for infrastructure 
improvements to support economic development projects.

Manufacturing Sales Tax Exemption
Materials and equipment purchased for direct use in manufacturing 
are exempt from the 6 percent state sales and use tax, including 
business materials purchased for manufacturing construction projects.

Work Force Development Programs
The West Virginia Development Office and its partners, WorkForce 
West Virginia and the state’s extensive vocational and community 
technical college system are committed to providing the best turnkey 
solution to meet the needs of businesses for new and existing workers.

Customized training programs and training grants may be available to 
new employers. 

For additional information about development assistance programs, 
please contact the West Virginia Development Office.

West virginia deveLoPment office assistance Programs

NEW MARTINSVILLE NATRIUM PLANT

New Martinsville Natrium Plant
State Route 2
New Martinsville, WV  26155
304-455-2200
www.ppg.com

PELS is a registered trademark of PPG Industries.


